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Crime Control
In the early colonial rule, the American justice system heavily relied on English law, borrowing ideas from the traditional English law, especially in areas where the law proved to be rational and just. Since the law was based on the Bible, the early American population was forced to denounce their previous religions and strictly observe the Christian religion (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011). The locals were mandated by the law to belong and attend to specific house worships where they would maintain strict religious observance as well as pay taxes. Many of the traditional cultural practices and ideologies were overlaid by the introduction of Anglicanism and Congregationalism in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Furthermore, after Christianity, other practices such as astrology, alchemy, and witchcraft, started which not only threatened Christianity but also, impacted the underlying regional and cultural ideologies (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011). 
The criminal justice system employed in colonial America was generally different from the current criminal system. Unlike the current system that comprises the various correctional agencies, the colonial American criminal system was not distinct, and it varied from one colony to another (Chapin, 2010). Additionally, the colonial system offered more stringent punishments for the common offenses in American society, including death penalties for crimes against persons. However, as the system evolved through the American Revolution period, there was a need for more humane penalties for ordinary crimes in society. Therefore, correctional facilities and prisons, which characterize the current system, were developed (Chapin, 2010). 
These reforms in the American criminal system had substantial impacts on the justice system in general. One such result is the unification of the legal system. The legal system gradually developed into one system that incorporates the courts, professional policing, and the prison system on the various levels of governance. Additionally, there was a drastic reduction in the number of instances in which capital punishment was handed out (National Criminal Justice Reference Service, n.d.). The introduction of the prison system changed the method of punishment of capital crimes, including murder. Furthermore, two distinct prison systems developed; the Auburn plan, which allowed grouping of inmates during the day, and the Pennsylvania plan based on solitary confinement (National Criminal Justice Reference Service, n.d.). 
Since the rule of law was hugely based on Biblical teachings in the colonial period in America, criminal proceedings were carried out in public, unlike present-day proceedings which are cried out in courtrooms and the culprits punished as an example to the general public. Some of the common crimes during this period include adultery. Having intercourse outside the confines of marriage was a severe offense that attracted punishment ranging from public whipping, which was most common and branding, where the individuals would be labelled based on the crimes committed (Chapin, 2010). For serious offenses like murder, more severe punishment was inflicted on the culprit, the most common severe punishment being public hangings. Before being hanged, the culprits were expected to confess before the hanging (Gray, 2020).
As a standard method of punishing wrong doers in the Revolutionary period, branding has significant social impacts on the culprits. For instance, during that time, convicted thieves were branded on the cheeks, an act that made them outcasts in society, reducing their ability to secure employment and earn a living, other than stealing. Additionally, since public hanging attracted multitudes, civil and religious leaders used them to assert their authority and political influence, especially in colonies like Philadelphia and Boston (Gray, 2020). However, with the introduction of the Bill of Rights in the Constitution 1791, public hangings as a punishment for capital offenses raised heated political debate, with the opponents claiming it was a violation of human rights.
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